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Andalusi metropolises
From Cordoba, the capital of the Umayyad Caliphate, to Granada, 
the capital of the last Muslim kings of Iberia, passing through 
Seville, the second medina of the Almohad Empire, this journey 
traces a fascinating path through some of the most emblematic 
metropolises of Islamic splendor in the Iberian Peninsula. An 
overview of nine centuries of Andalusi history, heritage and still 
powerfully present legacy, in a tour that travels diverse and 
outstanding urban, rural and natural landscapes.

What makes this tour unique?

• Complete historical overview of South al-Andalus 
Metropolises, one of the most iconic cultural areas in European 
and Mediterranean during the Middle Ages and a gem of Islamic 
history and heritage. 
• Comprehensive, close and respectful approach to Andalucía, 
one of Spain’s most unique regions, rich in identity and 
character, rooted traditions and unique artistic and cultural 
expressions resulting from its blend of Islamic and Christian 
past.  
• A perfect balance between lively monumental urban spaces 
with quiet and calm rural areas, surrounded by diverse and 
stunning agricultural, mountain and coastal landscapes. 
• A connection to the material and spiritual side of Islam in 
Spain, both in paramount historical landmarks, as well as in 
today’s prayer spaces, communities and associations. 
• Muslim-friendly and halal options wherever available.
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Arab conquest
· 711: Arab-Amazigh forces under Tariq ibn Ziyad defeat the 
Visigoths at the Battle of Guadalete, beginning the Islamic 
conquest of the Iberian Peninsula, commanded by the governor 
of the Umayyad Caliphate’s Ifriquiya province, Musa ibn Nusair.

Umayyad rule
· 756: The Umayyad prince Abd al-Rahman succeeds to scape 
his family’s slaughter by the Abbasids and, after a harsh voyage, 
manages to establish and independent Emirate in al-Andalus, 
with Cordoba as its capital.

· 929: Abd al-Rahman III proclaims the Caliphate of Cordoba, 
marking the height of political and cultural power in al-Andalus.

Timeline of Al-Andalus Almoravid and Almohad periods
· 1086–1212: First Almoravid and then Almohad dynasties, 
both from North Africa, reunite al-Andalus and resist Christian 
advances, although they fail in effectively stopping them. 
Almohads suffer a decisive defeat by Christian Crusaders at the 
Battle of Las Navas de Tolosa (1212) and their dominance ends 
afterwards with yet another fragmentation of al-Andalus. 

· 1085 (Toledo) and 1118 (Aragón): the fall of Toledo and 
Zaragoza mark the beginning of the Mudejar (mudayyan) period, 
where Andalusi population remain under Christian rule, and will 
continue to do so until the Great Expulsion in 1609-1614.

· 1236-1248: King Fernando III of Castile conquers the 
Guadalquivir valley, including the still symbolically relevant 
Cordoba and the center of Andalusi power, Seville. 

Nasrid kingdom
· 1238-1246: Muhammad ibn al-Ahmar expands his dominion 
through Granada, Malaga and Almería and creates the Nasrid 
Kingdom, the last Islamic stronghold in Iberia. With the Pact of 
Jaen, King Fernando III of Castilla endorses Nasrid sovereignty 
over the independent, yet vassal, kingdom of Granada.

· 1482-1492: The Catholic Monarchs, Fernando of Aragon and 
Isabel of Castile, declare war to the Nasrid kingdom of Granada. 
In 1492 Granada surrenders, ending Muslim political rule in the 
Iberian Peninsula.

Independent taifa kingdoms
· 1031: The Caliphate collapses after a long fitna (civil war), 
leading to the fragmentation of al-Andalus into smaller taifas 
(independent kingdoms). The taifa courts, though rich and 
culturally thriving, showed political and military weaknesses, 
extorted by Christian powers and constantly fighting against 
each other.

· 1085: The Christian conquest of al-Andalus gains momentum 
with the capture of Toledo by Alfonso VI of Leon. The event 
shocks the Iberian Islamic world and triggers a request for help 
to North African Almoravid forces. While the Almoravid strike 
momentarily stops Christian expansion, it also ends with the 
independence of Andalusi kingdoms.

Morisco Period
· 1492-1502: Iberian Jews, known as Sephardic, are expelled 
from Castile and Aragon. Ten years later Muslims in Andalusia 
and Castile are forced to convert to Christianity. Judaism and 
Islam are effectively outlawed and prosecuted. 

· 1568–1571: The Alpujarra War erupts as Granadan Moriscos 
(Christianized Muslims) revolt against harsh repression. The 
rebellion has indirect Ottoman backing, but it is crushed by king 
Philip II’s captain and half-brother Juan of Austria.

· 1609–1614: The Moriscos are expelled from what’s now Spain, 
marking the final erasure of Islamic culture from the Iberian 
Peninsula.
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8 DAY ROUTE
About the tour
Step into a world where the outstanding past and modern Spain’s 
present coexist in perfect harmony. Andalucía, the southern jewel 
of Spain, is a land steeped in the rich legacy of al-Andalus, the 
Islamic civilization that flourished here for over eight centuries. 

Cordoba, the dazzling capital of the Umayyad Caliphate, home to 
the awe-inspiring Mezquita-Catedral, where a forest of columns 
and arches tells of the once irrefutable Andalusi hegemony and 
centuries of spiritual devotion. Stroll through the old Medina, Jewish 
quarter and Christian San Basilio «barrio» and uncover layers of 
history in their winding alleys. Not far away, the ruins of Madinat 
al-Zahra speak of a forgotten city of splendor, a testament to the 
politic, military, artistic and architectural heights of al-Andalus.

In Seville, the rhythm of life and firm spirituality pulses through old 
quarters that once hustled with poets, scholars and merchants. 
Marvel before La Giralda, imposing tower built by the Almohads as 
their second capital’s main mosque’s minaret, turned into the city’s 
symbol today. Stand in awe before the Real Alcázar, a royal palace 
blending Islamic and Christian artistry, and lose yourself in the 
vibrant neighborhoods where flamenco echoes the region’s 
multicultural past. 

Further east, Granada reveals the iconic Alhambra, a hilltop 
fortress-palace constructed by the last Iberian Muslim dynasty, the 
Nasrid, that treasures the jewel of Islamic medieval art in the West 
Mediterranean, with palaces full of wonderful art and architecture, 
decorated with marvelous motifs and inscriptions, and full of 
tranquil gardens brought to life by the waters of the impressive 
Sierra Nevada mountains, the top heights of Spain.

Malaga, the gateway to Andalucía, still the vibrant port and 
international hub that once made it the trade capital of the Nasrid 
kingdom, with three millennia of history that contrasts with its 
lively modern atmosphere.

Beyond these cities, Andalucía’s smaller medieval towns and 
villages whisper their own tales. Ronda, perched dramatically over 
a deep gorge and Carmona, a hilltop gem with ancient 
fortifications, showcase the resilience of a people living on the 
edge of history.

Marvel with Andalusi outstanding natural beauty and 
human-shaped agricultural landscapes, from the fertile 
Guadalquivir Valley and rolling Campiña to the rugged Sierra 
Nevada still holds the resisting essence of Morisco architecture 
and memory. 

The legacy of al-Andalus is not confined to monuments or 
museum walls—it is alive in today’s Andalucía’s vibrant culture. 
Flamenco, with its soulful melodies and fiery footwork, captures 
the region’s emotional depth and its story of cultural fusion.

Traditional crafts, from colorful ceramics and textile to ornate 
leatherwork, showcase skills passed down through generations 
over centuries. Even in the elaborate cuisine —highly based on 
vegetables, spices, citrus scent and olive oil— you can still taste 
echoes of al-Andalus.

Andalucía is also a celebration of life. Its people, known for their 
warmth, hospitality, and zest for festivity, welcome visitors into a 
calm rhythm of life that is both deeply rooted in tradition and 
joyously present. From lively markets and grand ferias to the 
simple pleasure of savoring tapas in a sunlit plaza, every moment 
here is an invitation to savor.

To travel through Andalucía is to embark on a journey through 
time, landscape, and the soul of a proudly unique people. It is to 
walk through palaces and fortresses, gaze at breathtaking views, 
and lose yourself in the vibrant energy of a region that has been 
shaped by centuries of conflict and coexistence between Islam and 
Christianity. Come and let Andalucía, with its enduring legacy of 
al-Andalus, captivate your heart and imagination.
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Your guide: 
Asier Albistur, holds a degree in 
Humanities, a microdegree in Spanish 
History, and master's degrees in 
Business Administration (MBA) and 
Communication for International 
Trade. Combining his passion for 
history and Andalusi heritage with his 
expertise in strategy, he contributes 
to the design and development of 
cultural itineraries for the Andalusi 
Medina Network.



DAY 1 Malaga: 
The strategic port 
of Nasrid Al-Andalus

SCHEDULE
· Arrival in Malaga. 
Depending on time of arrival, 
visit to Malaga alcazaba and 
Gibralfaro castle, or city 
center tour. 

· Bus to Ronda.
· Night in Ronda.

Malaga was a busy port during 
the   Andalusi period, noted for its 
trade with the whole 
Mediterranean area. Its strategic 
location on the coast and 
proximity to vital maritime routes 
made it a hub for trade and 
diplomacy. From its harbor key 
products of the Nasrid Kingdom 
were exported, including silk, 
ceramics, dried fruits, olive oil, 

and wine, while importing spices, textiles, and other luxury 
goods. Nasrid Malaga boasted wealth and cosmopolitan vibe, 
as the city still does today.

Key landmarks: 

The Alcazaba of Malaga, a fortress-palace of taifa origin later 
expanded by the Nasrids, and the Gibralfaro Castle, built to 
protect the Alcazaba and the port. An amazingly preserved 
Roman theater. Top museums such as the one dedicated to 
Picasso, the local-born genius, and lively shopping districts such 
as Calle Larios. And of course, the beaches in the Costa del Sol, 
the coast of ever present -yet gentle– sun.  

Did you know that… Malaga is one of the still inhabited oldest 
cities in the whole Mediterranean? It was founded by the 
Phoenicians as a trading port around 1.000 BCE. Three 
millennia ago!

iStock. Unaihuizihotography



Malaga was a busy port during 
the   Andalusi period, noted for its 
trade with the whole 
Mediterranean area. Its strategic 
location on the coast and 
proximity to vital maritime routes 
made it a hub for trade and 
diplomacy. From its harbor key 
products of the Nasrid Kingdom 
were exported, including silk, 
ceramics, dried fruits, olive oil, 

and wine, while importing spices, textiles, and other luxury 
goods. Nasrid Malaga boasted wealth and cosmopolitan vibe, 
as the city still does today.

Key landmarks: 

The Alcazaba of Malaga, a fortress-palace of taifa origin later 
expanded by the Nasrids, and the Gibralfaro Castle, built to 
protect the Alcazaba and the port. An amazingly preserved 
Roman theater. Top museums such as the one dedicated to 
Picasso, the local-born genius, and lively shopping districts such 
as Calle Larios. And of course, the beaches in the Costa del Sol, 
the coast of ever present -yet gentle– sun.  

Did you know that… Malaga is one of the still inhabited oldest 
cities in the whole Mediterranean? It was founded by the 
Phoenicians as a trading port around 1.000 BCE. Three 
millennia ago!

iStock. Sean Pavone



Ronda’s impressive setting and scenic vistas 
make it one of the most charismatic cities in 
Spain. Located in a mountainous setting that 
makes it nearly impregnable, marked by the 
breathtaking Tajo (gorge) and the famous 
brigde that crosses it, Ronda was a strategic 
city during the whole al-Andalus period. Its 
geographical position made it both a military 
bastion and a cultural hub, as well as an iconic 
setting for visitors of all times.

Key landmarks: 

Its historical monuments, like the Colegiata 
(with remains of the former mosque), city 
walls and Casa del Rey Moro and its water 
mine, offer insights into the daily life and 
resilience of its Andalusi inhabitants. The 
hammam and Casa del Gigante stand as 
testaments to the city’s sophisticated Islamic 
urban life. 

SCHEDULE
· Scenic and 
historical tour. 

· Visits of Andalusi 
hammam, Casa del 
Rey Moro water 
mine, Casa del 
Gigante, Palacio de 
Mondragón.

· Lunch in Ronda.

· Bus to Seville.

· Night in Seville.

DAY 2 
Ronda – Seville: Natural and Cultural Stronghold

Highlight: The water mine was an ingenious system designed to 
access water from the river that flows at the base of the gorge. 
This was crucial for the survival of the city, particularly during 
sieges. Ronda’s mine consists of a series of steps and chambers cut 
into the rock, descending approximately 60 meters (200 feet). 

Did you know that… Ronda was home to the pioneer of human 
flight. Born in Ronda, Ibn Firnas was a prominent scientist, engineer, 
and inventor in emirate times. His most famous achievement was 
his attempt to fly in a self-made glider, which he famously tested in 
Cordoba. While the flight was unsuccessful, his daring experiment 
was one of the earliest attempts at human flight and a great 
example of Andalusi scientific mastery.
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Seville is a more than two-millennia-old city that has become one 
of the biggest and most important cities in Spain, as the capital of 
modern Andalucía and a commercial, cultural and touristic hub. Its 
relevance began with al-Andalus and grew until it became one of 
the biggest metropolises in the whole world in the 17th century, 
thanks to the international trade with America. 

Highlight: When the Caliphate of Cordoba collapsed in the 11th 

Century, Seville became the capital of the Taifa of Isbiliya, a 
powerful independent kingdom. It flourished under the rule of the 
Abbadid dynasty, and reached its peak a century later under the 
North-African Almohads, that made of Seville the capital of 
Al-Andalus and their empire’s second medina. This period saw the 
construction of monumental buildings, including a new great 
mosque and its minaret, known as the Giralda Tower. The 
Almohads also contributed to the city’s fortifications, 
transforming Seville into a key defensive stronghold.

The Christian conquest of Seville by Ferdinand III of Castile in 
1248 was pivotal in the conquest of most al-Andalus, but the 
Islamic influence remained in the Christian crafts and buildings, 
both religious and civil, in the so called mudejar art. 

DAY 3 Seville: 
From Almohad 
capital to global 
city

SCHEDULE

· Historical and 
monumental tour from 
Macarena to Plaza de 
España, passing by the 
Guadalquivir river.

· Lunch.

· Visit to the Cathedral 
and Giralda.

· Night stroll at barrio de 
Santa Cruz.

· Dinner.

· Flamenco show in a 
«tablao».

Landmarks: Seville is full of monuments and sites linked to its 
rich history and importance. Arguably the city’s highlights are the 
Real Alcázar, one of the best preserved medieval palace complex 
in Europe and home to some of the most luxurious Islamic-style 
gardens and halls, the huge cathedral, the biggest gothic-style 
building in the whole world, and its belltower La Giralda, former 
minaret turned into the city’s icon. Beloved by locals, the 
Almohad Torre del Oro (Tower of Gold) by the Guadalquivir river is 
also one of the main monumental spots. Its many churches and 
palaces boast mudejar and baroque grandeur, while the Plaza de 
España and parque de María Luisa area is full of regional and 
historical revival architecture.

Did you know that… Seville was once ruled by a poet king.
Al-Mutamid was the last ruler of the Taifa kingdom of Seville and 
one of the most celebrated poets of medieval Andalusia. His reign 
(1069–1091) saw Seville flourish as a cultural hub, with his 
court becoming a sanctuary for poets, artists, and scholars. He is 

remembered for his romantic and 
reflective poetry, often inspired by 
his life’s experiences, including his 
deep love for his favorite, Itimad 
al-Rumaikiyya. She was born a 
commoner, but became 
Al-Mu‘tamid's companion and 
muse, as well as one of the biggest 
literary figures of al-Andalus in her 
own right.
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Day 4:
Seville-Cordoba, 
via Carmona: 
An ancient 
fortified viewpoint 
over the 
Guadalquivir valley

SCHEDULE

· Visit to Real Alcázar.

· Bus to Cordoba, via 
Carmona.

· Lunch.

· Historical tour in 
Carmona (2 h). Visits to 
doors of Seville and 
Cordoba, old almohad 
sahn in Santa María 
Church, remains of 
Pedro I’s alcazar.

· Night in Cordoba.

Situated between Seville and Cordoba, 
Carmona’s situation on a hilltop 
controlling the whole Campiña 
(countryside) made it essential for 
controlling the Guadalquivir valley. It’s 
one of Spain's most ancient cities, with 
roots tracing back to the Phoenicians and 
local Tartessian civilizations. 

Landmarks: Its important Roman legacy 
includes the necropolis, amphitheater, and 
sections of the city walls. Carmona’s 
ancient city gates are its most iconic 
landmarks that reflect its layered history. 
The Gate of Seville is a 
three-millennia-old fortified complex that 
served as palace to Castillian king Pedro I 
in the 14th century. The Church of Santa 
María incorporates architectural elements 
from its Islamic predecessor such as its 
Almohad courtyard (sahn). 

Did you know that… The Guadalquivir 
River, spanning 657 kilometers, is the 
fifth-longest river in Spain and the 
longest navigable one. It flows westward 
through Andalusia, passing cities like 
Cordoba and Seville, before emptying into 
the Atlantic Ocean. The river's name 
derives from the Arabic al-Wadi al-Kabir 
(the Great River), reflecting its historical 
significance for al-Andalus as a vital trade 
route.



DAY 5 Cordoba: 
The splendor of the 
Umayyad Caliphate

SCHEDULE

· Visit to the Great Mosque 
and Cathedral. Visit to the 
Alcázar Hammam and the 
Alcázar de los Reyes 
Cristianos. Patios tour in 
San Basilio quarter.

· Horse show in the Royal 
Stables.

· Lunch.

· Tour around the Jewish, 
Medina and Axarquía 
quarters, including visits to 
the Synagogue, San 
Bartolomé chapel, San 
Lorenzo church and Casa 
de las Campanas.

· Visit to the Umayyad 
Guadameci Museum and 
workshop.

· Visit to the archeological 
museum.

· Dinner.

Settled in the heart of Andalusia, 
Cordoba is a captivating city where 
history, culture, and natural beauty 
intertwine. Once the thriving 
capital of Roman Betica province 
and, at its peak, the core of the 
Umayyad Caliphate of Qurtuba, it 
remains a treasure full of 
architectural and archeological 
marvels that granted the city four 
UNESCO World Heritage titles. 

Cordoba’s narrow cobbled streets, 
whitewashed courtyards adorned 
with colorful flowers, and lively 
plazas radiate a warm, inviting 
atmosphere. Beyond its wonders, 
Cordoba thrives as a center for art, 
gastronomy, and festivals, including 
the world-famous Patio Festival. 

Highlight: During the more than 
two-century-long Umayyad rule 
Cordoba flourished as a global 
center of culture, science, politics 
and religion. It reached its zenith 
under the caliphs Abd al-Rahman III 
and Al-Hakam II, as the city 
became one of the biggest 
metropolises in the whole world 
(with an estimated population of 
200,000). 

Guadamecí and Cordobán (Cordwain) are traditional leathercraft 
and artisanal techniques that originated in al-Andalus, particularly 
in Cordoba, during the Middle Ages. They refer to the decorative 
treatment of leather, often involving intricate designs, embossing, 
and the application of various dyes to create rich patterns. This 
leather was highly prized for its smooth texture and durability, 
making it a sought-after material for the production of decorative 
objects and luxury items.

Andalusi horses are, as the combination of the Iberian, Barb, and 
Arabian horses, a robust, agile, and highly skilled breed suited for 
both warfare and equestrian arts.

Did you know that… Cordoba was home to some of human 
History’s most important scholars and philosophers of all 
time?

Seneca, born in the 1st Century Roman Corduba, was a Stoic 
philosopher best known for his his moral essays. In the 12th 
century two Cordoban figures stood up. Ibn Rushd, best 
known as Averroes (1126-1198) was one of the most 
important philosophers, jurists, and theologians of the Islamic 
Golden Age. He is best known for his commentaries on 
Aristotle, which had a profound influence on both Islamic and 
European thought. Jewish philosopher and physician Ibn 
Maimun, known as Maimonides was prominent for his 
rationalist approach and his emphasis on ethics and science 
had a lasting influence not just on Jewish thought but also on 
Islamic and Christian intellectual traditions.

Landmarks: Cordoba is one of 
Spain’s most stunning monumental 
cities. Arguably its highlight is the 
Great Umayyad Mosque, now 
cathedral, a masterpiece of 
universal Islamic architecture, 
renowned for its expansive prayer 
hall with its famous «column 
forest» and double arches, and its 
stunning maqsura and mihrab. 
Other notable sites are the Alcázar 
de los Reyes Cristianos fortress 
and royal residence, the so called 
Fernandine gothic churches, a 
medieval Synagogue (one of the 
few remaining in Spain) and the 
Modern Royal Stables. Cordoba is a 
city that invites strolling around its 
historical quarters and getting lost 
in the intricate streets and alleys of 
the biggest medina in Europe.   
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The natural 
limestone wall of 
the frontier

SCHEDULE

· Visit to Medina Azahara 
archeological site and 
museum.

· Lunch.

· Bust to Granada, via 
Antequera.

· Dinner & night in 
Granada.

Madinat al-Zahra or Medina Azahara 
was a palatine city founded in the 10th 

century by Abd al-Rahman III, the first 
Caliph of Cordoba, as the seat of his 
government, luxurious residence for his 
court and a symbol of the Umayyad 
power. Its name, meaning «City of 
Splendor», anticipates a design to 
reflect the wealth and prestige of 
al-Andalus, featuring grand palaces, 
gardens, and a magnificent audience 
room (Salón Rico). 

The archaeological excavation of 
Medina Azahara is ongoing since the 
beginning of the 20th century, as the 
site is considered one of the most 
important archaeological finds in Spain. 
It offers valuable insights into the art, 
architecture, and urban planning of the 
Umayyad Caliphate, as well as the 
cultural and political life of Cordoba 
during its golden age.

Antequera, Known as the «Heart of 
Andalusia» for its central location, is a 
charming medium-sized city rich in 
history, culture, and natural beauty. 

Surrounded by impressive limestone formations such as the 
weirdly shaped La Peña de los Enamorados (The Lovers’ Rock), it 
sits at the strategic crossroads of Malaga, Cordoba, Granada, and 
Seville. The city boasts a more than five-millennia-long historical 
legacy, including Europe’s biggest prehistoric Dolmens (UNESCO 
World Heritage megalithic monuments).

Higlight: The frontier between the Nasrid Kingdom of Granada and 
the Crown of Castile, spanning parts of modern Cádiz, Seville, 
Malaga, Jaén and Granada provinces, was a volatile and militarized 
zone characterized by frequent skirmishes, raids, and shifting 
alliances. Fortresses, walled villages and the atalaya (watchtower) 
network created a fortified landscape that defined life on both 
sides of the border and still marks the area. This frontier was not 
just a military boundary but also a cultural meeting point, where 
trade and exchanges between Christian and Muslim populations 
occurred. 

DAY 6 Cordoba-Granada via Antequera: 
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SCHEDULE

· Visit to Alhambra.
· Visit to Generalife.
· Lunch.
· Historical and scenic tour in 
Albaicin quarter.

· Nightfall in San Nicolas viewpoint, 
visit to the mosque.

· Bus to Malaga.
· Dinner.
· Night in Malaga.

DAY 7 Granada: 
The splendor of the last Andalusi kingdom
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Granada, nestled at the foot of the towering Sierra Nevada 
mountains (the highest in Spain), is both a breathtaking scenary 
and the peak of al-Andalus’ monumental legacy. As the last 
stronghold of Muslim rule in the Iberian Peninsula, it treasures 
some of the most iconic examples of universal Islamic art and 
architecture, including the world-renowned Alhambra and 
Generalife that crown the city’s skyline. Today, Granada exudes a 
vibrant and youthful atmosphere, thanks to its thriving university 
and lively tapas culture. Visitors can lose themselves in the 
narrow streets of the Albaicín, enjoy flamenco performances in 
the Sacromonte caves, where the city’s Roma or Gypsy spirit 
resides. 

Highlight: The Nasrid Kingdom was founded in mid-13th century 
by Muhammad I ibn Nasr, known as ibn al-Ahmar (Son of The 
Red), amidst the fall of almost all of al-Andalus during Ferdinand  
of Castile’s and Jaume I of Aragon’s great expansion. Muhammad 
chose Granada as his capital due to its strategic location, 
mountainous defenses, and massive fertile «vega» (floodplains). 
For more than two centuries the Nasrids managed to retain their 
power through a wise combination of diplomacy and war and 
developed the city of Granada into a thriving center of culture 
and international trade, making it one of the biggest metropolises 
in the Western Mediterranean and the last pearl of al-Andalus.

Landmarks: As the court of the last Muslim dynasty in Spain, 
Granada boasts numerous Islamic sites, including the UNESCO 
World Heritage Alhambra citadel and Generalife garden-palace, 
one of the best preserved medieval civil and military complexes in 
the world as well as universal jewels of Islamic art, architecture 
and landscaping. The city houses many other Nasrid times 
structures, notably minor-yet interesting - palaces and houses 
such as Dar al-Horra, the Cuarto Real de Santo Domingo, the 
Corral del Carbón (a caravanserai) and several Morisco houses. 

Granada is also known for its whitewashed historical quarters, 
specially the intricate streets of Albaicin district. Last but not least, 
the city is renowned for its Modern Christian architecture built as a 
symbol of dominance after the fall of al-Andalus, with its most 
impressive icon in the enormous Renaissance times cathedral and 
the adjacent Capilla Real.

Hanging in the Sabika hill and dominating the city of Granada, the 
Alhambra is a majestic citadel that includes a palace-fortress 
complex that is recognized as a universal masterpiece of Islamic 
architecture and craftmanship. Founded in the 13th century by the 
first Nasrid ruler Muhammad I ibn al-Ahmar, it served as the 
political sit and symbol of power of the last rulers in al-Andalus, the 
Nasrid kings, who for more than two centuries kept adding 
grandeur by building marvelous halls and courtyards such as the 
Maxuar, the tower of Comares and the Patio de los Leones. Visitors 
can marvel at the ornate stucco work, geometric tile patterns, and 
breathtaking wooden and muqarnas ceilings.

The Albaicin is Granada’s oldest Islamic district, known for its 
narrow streets, whitewashed houses, and views of the Alhambra. 
The Realejo was the Jewish quarter during Islamic rule, later 
becoming a center of Christian repopulation. Sacromonte, with its 
famous cave houses, was historically home to Roma or Gypsy 
communities. It is renowned for flamenco culture and its 
connection to the Abbey of Sacromonte.

Did you know that… Many 
scholars refer to the Alhambra 
palaces as «a poem made 
architecture». This phrase 
suggests that the Alhambra is 
not just a physical building but 
also an expression of symbolism, 
geometry, and harmony. The art 
historian José Miguel 
Puerta-Vílchez suggests that 
the Alhambra «can be read» 
beyond simply admiring its 
beauty. The calligraphy on the 
walls of the Alhambra includes 
verses from the Qur'an or 
poems extolling the virtues of 
the ruler or the divine, which 
give deeper layers of meaning to 
the spaces. The motto of the 
Nasrid rules «Only Allah is 
Victorious» is also omnipresent. 

The most famous inscriptions were written by Ibn al-Khatib 
(1313–1374), a prominent scholar, poet, and statesman, who served 
as a vizier under king Muhammad V (r. 1354-1391), the most 
celebrated ruler of the dynasty and promoter of the outstanding 
Palacio de los Leones (Palace of the Lions).
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DAY 8 Back home from Malaga

SCHEDULE

· Free morning for shopping.
· Return flight.

The most famous inscriptions were written by Ibn al-Khatib 
(1313–1374), a prominent scholar, poet, and statesman, who served 
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